360                                THE CRUSADES
tells a somewhat different story from that of Machaut.
The Christians, he says, made their first assault, not on
Bab al-Dlwan, but on Bab al-Bahr, which was situated
nearer their quarters on the 'Island*. On approaching the
wall in this direction, they had a hot reception. Volleys
of Muslim arrows and showers of stones from their cata-
pults hindered the advance of the crusaders. The failure
of this attempt was followed by another unsuccessful
device. A large vessel filled with burning naphtha was
pushed with the points of spears towards Bab al-Bahr in
the hope that the flames might reach and devour it, thus
clearing the way for an influx of crusaders into the city
for a hand-to-hand battle. In this, the spearmen were
again brought to a standstill at a considerable distance by
the watchfulness and activity of the Egyptian archers.
The vessel was deserted on the way and the gate remained
intact. The Christians lost a few of their number in the
attempt, and the survivors retired to the shore of the
Eastern Harbour. It was here that these men discovered
the only accessible gap in the defence in that neighbour-
hood. Looking up to the wall above Bab al-Dlwan beyond
the tower to the east as far as the New Harbour, they found,
to their great joy, that it was undefended and that there
was even no moat1 to impede an attack. Ladders were
therefore rushed to that empty quarter, and numbers of
crusaders mounted to its battlements, while others burnt
the Porte de la Douane 2 in readiness for the subsequent
onrush of the rest of their companions. The Muslims on
the other side of the wall, debarred by the tower from
reaching that spot and having no hope of attaining it by
the inner gates of the custom house before the Christians
should arrive, stood helplessly gazing for a period. When
1 Al-Nuwairl (Wetz. 360), f. 186 vo, explains the reason why there was
no moat round this part of the wall.    In olden times, the sea had washed its
foot and formed a natural moat to it.    With the passing of time, however,
the sea receded for a distance and the unbroken peace of the city did not raise
the question of digging any moats in that area as a substitute.
2 According to the Fita S. Petri, I.e., the entry of the Christians into
Alexandria took place at- midday (Hora nond).   Al-Nuwairl, f. 107 vo, says
that the actual pillage and burning inside the city began early in the after-
noon and continued till late on Saturday.